The perforation of a duodenal ulcer in so young a subject as a girl of 16 is certainly very unusual in Calcutta. In hospital practice, the incidence of duodenal ulcer in the young female appears to be comparatively uncommon in this country. According to Wilkie (1933) , duodenal ulcer is more than twice as common as gastric ulcer in the female. The patient w_as brought to the hospital more than 40 hours, after the perforation, with generalized peritonitis. It is of much interest to note that well-marked fat necrosis was present. Two other instances have been mentioned by Sherren (Choyce, 1932) . Recovery in a case like this is exceptional, because the result of operations after 48 hours of acute perforation is almost invariably fatal (McCreery, 1924 (Scotson, 1933 (Sherren, 1925 
